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We were told by Chalmers that Jonathan
Edwards was the "prince of modern theologians."
Yet the wholly necessitated universe of Edwards
seemed to resolve the wicked volitions of persons
into necessitated sequences, thus making an
evil act an effect for which the apparent agent
could not be responsible. Nevertheless this Neo-
Calvinism was gladly accepted by Chalmers, as
relief under theological difficulties. Assuming the
necessary universality of mechanical causation,
Edwards argued logically enough that all moral
and immoral acts, like other events in nature,
are produced in us by natural antecedents, and
could not originate finally within the indi-
vidual person to whom they are attributed. On
the other hand, one asked how a person could
justly be responsible for volitions, whether called
good or bad, which he could not help having,
because they did not originate in his intending
will. Edwards proposed an answer to this ques-
tion which satisfied Chalmers. The goodness or
badness of a volition lies, we were told, not in
its origin but in its quality, as felt by us after
it has been produced. The taste of an apple
or the colour of a rose are what our senses feel
them to be; and are what they are, withouterfect goodness ofhen the end of October.     Its  popula-
